
his experience in youth sports coaching, 
company CEO Satoshi Murata aims to 
move beyond the stereotype that protein 
is only for bodybuilders. “Our NEXT-18 
protein contains the nutrients necessary 
during growth, supporting juniors on 
their journey to becoming top-level 
athletes,” he said. Many of Hongo’s 
products are inspired by Japan’s renowned   
“superfoods .” Fucoidan, for instance, 
is extracted from Okinawan mozuku 
seaweed, and has shown to be e� ective in 
promoting stomach and immune health. 
Meanwhile, nattokinase, an enzyme 
extracted from natto fermented beans, is 
central to the company’s cardiovascular 
health line. “It is certi� ed by the Japan 
Nattokinase Association, and contains 
the highest 10,000 FU concentration 
available in Japan, the maximum value 
in human clinical trials,”   said Murata. 
Hongo’s research credentials are seen as 
key to future success. “� e most import-
ant factor is integrity  ,  ”    Murata s aid.

Supplements are everywhere today. For 
many consumers, the question is no lon-
ger whether to take them, but where they 
can � nd reliable sources with safe ingredi-
ents. Emerging as a leader in Japan’s  $1.4 
billion ( 221 billion yen )  health supple-
ment market, Hongo is championing 
the   “preventive medicine” approach, with 
products accessible for all. Drawing on 

Nature-Powered Nutrition 
Hongo is on a mission to make the world healthier, o� ering a lineup of products inspired by traditional 
fermented foods and Japan’s unique seaweed.

Satoshi Murata 
President, Hongo Co., Ltd.
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THE ART OF GOOD
MANUFACTURING

Eminento Co., Ltd. 
Nagasaki-based 

trouser specialist. 

President Keisuke 
Takano: “We are con-
tinuously innovating 

the materials we 
use for our products, 

introducing eco-
materials made 

from recycled plastic 
bottles. This reflects 
our commitment to 

sustainability.” 

Cross Plus Inc. 
Producer of wide-
ranging apparel. 

President Hironori 
Yamamoto: “We value 
the kinds of materials 

that go into our clothes, 
making use of organic 
cotton and recycled 
polyester. The usage 
of the garment is also 

very important 
to consider; 

clothes have good 
durability, reducing 
the need for waste 

overall.” 

Fujigen Inc.
Renowned producer of top-end 

musical instruments. 

President Fumiaki Yokouchi: “Every single member 
of staff  in our factory is an artisan, which translates 

to the high quality of our fi nished guitars.” 

Accounting for more than 20% of national GDP, Japan’s manufactur-
ing sector remains integral to the country’s history, economic strength 
and global business appeal. While much attention centers on “hard” 
industries such as automobiles and electronics, an equally vital part 
of this ecosystem is made up of smaller, dynamic � rms working in 
fashion, lifestyle goods and other creative � elds. From pioneering 
eco-friendly materials to reimagining traditional craftsmanship for 
modern markets, we hear how Japanese companies are building on a 
long-standing legacy of producing high-quality, world-class goods.

KONNEKT International Inc., Developer of IP content in the fashion 
sector. Founder and CEO Hiroaki Yu: “� e Japanese mindset of mot-
tainai, valuing resources and minimizing waste, contrasts sharply with 
the mass-production culture in other countries. I believe that this, 
combined with craftsmanship and on-demand production systems, 
can have a meaningful impact on global society.” 

KVK Corporation, Top safety equipment and clothing. President 
Masayuki Suematsu: “Our sta�  go directly to factories to consult with 
workers and understand their day-to-day needs. From there, we make 
suggestions and work closely with clients to provide the most suitable 
solutions.”

very important 
to consider; 

clothes have good 
durability, reducing 
the need for waste 
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DOCTORS AND MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS WORLDWIDE 
uphold a commitment to patient welfare and the highest ethical 
standards. In Japan, a world-class healthcare system has been built 
by professionals who take pride in their work, drive cutting-edge 
research and pursue the best outcomes. As the country faces a 
looming labor shortage and an aging population, these medical 
trailblazers will carry Japan’s healthcare system into the future.

Heii Arai 
Director 
ALZCLINIC TOKYO 

Professor Emeritus at Juntendo 
University, specializing in geriatric 
psychiatry with a focus on Alzheimer’s 
disease.

Tadashi Nakamura 
Director
Nakamura ENT Clinic
 
Otolaryngologist who researched 
vertigo for two years in London. Now 
runs a clinic specializing in dizziness 
disorders.

Eiji Kanehira 
Senior Consultant Surgeon & CEO 
Medical Topia Soka Hospital 

Chief Director of Endosurgery Laboratory 
Kanehira. Editor-in-Chief of the “Minimally 
Invasive Surgery & Allied Technologies” 
journal.

Takamichi Mitsutake 
Chairman 
Mitsutake Internal Medicine & Car-
diology Hospital, Gensyu-Kai Social 
Medical Corporation

Manages a hospital on Iki Island. 
Redefining rural healthcare through 
hospital-centered urban development.

Katsumi Takizawa 
Deputy Director 
Asahikawa Red Cross Hospital,  
Japanese Red Cross Society

Neurosurgeon with experience of 
over 350 surgeries in 15 countries. 
Dedicated to mentoring students in 
Southeast Asia.

Yoko Kato 
Professor 
Department of Neurosurgery, Fujita 
Health University Bantane Hospital

Renowned neurosurgeon known as 
the “Godmother” of brain surgery, per-
forming over 3,000 aneurysm clipping 
operations.

Masaki Tanito 
Professor & Chairman, 
Department of Ophthalmology, Shimane 
University Faculty of Medicine 

Advanced research on glaucoma 
treatment, with joint development 
of medical devices for refractory 
glaucoma.

Yohei Fujita 
Chairman 

 
Medical Corporation

Dentist focusing on the relation between 
dental and general health, working to 
deliver the best patient outcomes.

Yoshimichi Hasegawa
Director 
AkuA Dental Clinic 

Dentist operating a fully private 
practice, allowing the clinic to provide 
treatments truly needed by each 
patient.

Yusuke Tanada 
Director 
KUMA CARE CLINIC, Osaka 

Cosmetic surgeon, specializing in lower- 
eyelid rejuvenation (transconjunctival 
lower blepharoplasty) procedures.

Shunichi Kobayashi 
Chairman & Internist 

Internist providing whole-person care, 
integrating preventive medicine and 
health education for patients and 
families.

MEDICAL TRAILBLAZERS
Content from Global Kigyo

Tsuyoshi Takara
Director
Takara Clinic, Seishin-Kai Medical 
Corporation

Surgeon known for developing 
original TCTP Therapy, integrating 
radiation and immunotherapy for 
cancer treatment.

Shunsaku Obana
Director
Obana Clinic

Dermatologist who focuses on deep 
communication with patients—
treating the underlying physical and 
emotional aspects.

Mitsuo Moriya
Director
Moriya Ophthalmology Clinic, 
Hitsuji-Kai Medical Corporation

Ophthalmologist who personally 
experienced severe myopia. Com-
mitted to empathetic care for those 
with visual challenges.

Jun Saito
Director
Saito Internal Medicine Clinic, 
Shinjun-Kai Medical Corporation

Internist with understanding of 
each patient’s lifestyle, tailoring to 
individual needs as a community 
physician.

Ko Masumoto
Director
Masumoto Orthopaedic Clinic, 

Surgeon specializing in sports 
medicine. Team doctor for multiple 
professional teams, including the 
Yomiuri Giants.

Hiroyasu Kobayashi
Director
Kobayashi Internal Medicine & Res-

Corporation

Respiratory specialist who began in 
rural medicine. Published research, fur-
ther study and now runs a clinic in Mie.

Kazutaka Yamada
Director
ENA Ladies Clinic, Kitan-Kai Medical 
Corporation

Obstetrician-gynecologist dedicated 
to enhancing pregnancy and childbirth 
in Japan through advanced care and 
advocacy.

Takeshi Matsumoto
Director
Mirai Dental & Orthodontic Clinic, 
MDC Medical Corporation

Dentist with a philosophy of “oral 
health is integral to overall wellness,” 
focusing on maintaining systemic 
health.

Masahiro Kaneda
Director 
Kaneda Eye Clinic

Ophthalmologist selected for The 
Best Doctors in Japan 2024–2025, 
known for technical excellence and 
compassionate care.

partners.time.com
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